Noise Impact Assessment and Soundproofing Statement
Proposed Use: Imagination Street – Children’s Role Play Centre
Location: Unit 12, Redbrook Buisness Park. 

1. Purpose of This Statement
This document supports a planning application for a change of use to a children’s role play centre. It addresses potential noise concerns, explains the nature of the use, outlines mitigating measures, and demonstrates that the development will not cause nuisance or conflict with Local Plan Policies GD1 and POLL1.

2. Site and Building Description
· The unit is located on a business park in Barnsley and is detached, with no adjoining neighbours.
· The building is of non-solid construction, typical of light industrial units, with lightweight panels and cladding.
· The unit is accessed via a shared estate road and is surrounded by other commercial/industrial tenants.

3. Proposed Use and Operational Model
· The centre will operate pre-booked, structured play sessions only (not soft play or free-play).
· Children are always accompanied by a parent or guardian.
· Sessions run in set blocks, with maximum occupancy of 20 children on weekdays and 30 children on weekends.
· Operating hours: Approx. 9:30am–3:00pm on weekdays, and 10:00am–4:00pm on weekends.
· No amplified music or external sound systems will be used.
· Noise is limited to general conversation and children's voices during calm, imaginative play activities.



4. Anticipated Noise Levels
· Due to the controlled nature of play and capped numbers, noise levels are expected to be low to moderate, and not comparable to large soft play facilities or party venues.
· Activity remains inside the building only, with no outdoor play.
· Equipment is foam-based, lightweight and soft, with very little hard impact noise.

5. Soundproofing Approach
While the unit is not of solid construction, several measures are proposed or inherent in the setup to mitigate any external noise breakout:
Building-Based Measures:
· Double skin wall panels and insulated roof cladding already provide moderate acoustic containment.
· Doors and windows will be kept closed during all sessions.
· Entry and exit will be managed between sessions to avoid crowding or external noise.
Operational Controls:
· Group sizes are limited and activities remain calm by design.
· No music will be played inside.
· Staff will be trained to monitor and manage overall noise levels.
· Weekend sessions (the busiest) coincide with lower activity from other businesses on site.

6. Site Context and External Impact
· The site is largely commercial/light industrial.
· Adjacent units are non-residential and mainly operate during weekdays.
· The centre’s peak activity is at weekends, when most neighbouring businesses are closed, minimising any conflict.

7. Conclusion
Although the building is of lightweight construction, the following factors mean noise impact will be negligible:
· All children are accompanied and supervised;
· Activities are calm, quiet and pre-booked;
· No music, shouting, or amplified sound is involved;
· The building is detached, with no adjoining neighbours;
· Peak periods occur when other businesses are not operating.
These measures ensure compliance with Local Plan Policies GD1 and POLL1, supporting a safe, low-impact, and community-oriented use.

