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INTRODUCTION  INTRODUCTION  INTRODUCTION  INTRODUCTION      

    

A substant ia l  amount of t ime has been spent on addit iona l research in relat ion to the 

above . Further in format ion has been uncovered on the arch itect  of Crowick House 

(Wil l iam McCrow) in order to:  

  

1) Respond to Design Review Panel (DRP) and Loca l Plann ing Author ity (LPA) 

comments regard ing the benef its  of having more informat ion Wil l iam McCrow 

and other houses des igned by h im;  

 

2) Explore whether a website created as part of the relocat ion of Crowick 

House could act as a resource for informat ion on the architect and whether  

that in format ion ex ists ;  and,  

 

3) On the bas is  of above, provide further informat ion to demonstrate very 

specia l  c ircumstances for the house to be rebui lt .   

 

Addit iona l informat ion has been sourced by :  

 

•  Addit iona l internet research of art ic les  

•  Contact with loca l author it ies in Canada  

•  Contact with Par is  Museum and Histor ical Society.  Wi l l iam McCrow was 

part of the community 

•  Desktop rev iew of onl ine mapping serv ices and other resources .  

 

We provide more informat ion be low on further informat ion found.  
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•  First ly the fo l lowing art ic le was found which prov ides references to Bi l l  

McCrow’s work as an arch itect of other houses . The art ic le is  based on a 

Canadian broadcaster ca l led Lister S incla ir  and interest ing ly notes that :   

  

“Soon af ter sett l ing in Toronto , Mr . S inc la i r  and wife ,  A l i ce ,  whom he had met at 
UBC, became part of an art is t 's  communi ty in  K le inbergK le inbergK le inbergK le inberg ,  north of Toronto . The 
community was cal led WindrushWindrushWindrushWindrush and the houses were des igned by B i l l  McCrowBi l l  McCrowBi l l  McCrowBi l l  McCrow who 
was a set des igner at the CBC,"  said Peter S inc la i r ,  a techno logy entrepreneur who 
is  h is  son f rom h is  f i rs t  marr iage .”  
 

https :/ /www.theg lobeandmai l .com/news/nat ional/ l is ter-

s inc la ir /art ic le20415556/ 

 

•  The fol lowing art ic le provides addit iona l in format ion about the sett lement of  

Kleinberg /  Windrush and references that :   

   

In the 1940s Pierre Ber ton, the wr i ter and broadcaster ,  set t led here wi th a group 
of CBC types , tuck ing 10 Frank L loyd Wright- insp ired homes into the verdant val leys 
in a k ind of arts  colony  they ca l led Windrush . Promot ing the town’s Binder Tw ine 
Fest iva l in 1968, Mr . Berton noted that ,  “we st i l l  seek the count rys ide with 
nostalg ia ,  a f fect ion and longing .”  

 

http:/ /nat iona lpost .com/news/canada/ in-k le inburg- legacy-might-not-be-enough 

 

•  The City of Vaughan has a KLEINBURG-NASHVILLE HERITAGE 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT STUDY AND PLAN. On that bas is  contact was 

made with the City of Vaughan Counci l .   

  

•  Shelby B lundel l  -  Cultural Her itage Coordinator at City of Vaughan Counci l  

wrote back stat ing :  

  

“This  is  a very interest ing research request ,  and I ’m g lad you reached out to the 
City  of Vaughan . The Windrush Co-op is  located within the K le inburg-Nashv i l le  
Her i tage Conservat ion Dist r ict  area , and is  therefore des ignated under Part V of  
the Ontar io Her i tage Act .  The Plan i tse l f  does speak speci f i ca l ly  about th is  area on 
page 39 , but unfortunately  does not credit  Wi l l iam (Bi l l )  McCrow . I  am going to 
look through al l  the mater ia ls  we have in regards to th is  area for any ment ion of 
th is  architect and I  wi l l  get back to you as soon as poss ib le .  
  

In the meant ime, I  would suggest speak ing with our Archives department  
(arch ives@vaughan .ca) as they may have more informat ion as wel l .  I  w i l l  cont inue 
to research th is  but I  thought I  wou ld let you know to reach out to Archives as wel l  
as th is  seems l ike a t ime sens it ive matter”  
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•  Contact was then made with the City of Vaughan Archives who wrote back 

stat ing:  

 

“Thank you for contact ing the City  o f Vaughan Arch ives regarding your interest ing 
research enquiry .  I  have had a chance to look through our  col lect ion and 
unfor tunately  we don ’t  have a lot of mater ia l  on Wi l l iam (Bi l l )  McCrow or h is  
invo lvement with the development/bui ld ing of Windrush Propert ies .  I  was able to 
f ind a few items which I  hope wi l l  be of use to you – p lease f ind the fo l lowing 
attached :  
 
•  McCrow Agreement re :  Windrush Propert ies ,  December 30 t h ,  1952 
•  Land t ransfer of McCrow property – June 3 r d ,  1968 (according to th is ,  they sold 

thei r  Windrush property  around 1953) 
•  Lawyer Letter re :  McCrow’s Windrush Property – October 1 s t ,  1969 
•  Lawyer Letter re :  McCrow’s lack of response – February 27 t h ,  1970 
•  Excerpt f rom  “WEEKEND P icture Magazine” about McCrow and Windrush – 

March 1 , 1952 
 
(NB. Al l  o f these documents are attached and it  is  speci f ica l ly the WEEKEND 

Picture Magaz ine which is  of relevance .)  

 

In terms of Windrush Propert ies ,  the Archives does have two boxes in our co l lect ion 
re lat ing to th is  area , however I  am not sure i f  any of the mater ia l  is  of value to 
your research request .  These mater ia ls  were donated by Janet Berton in 2001 and 
inc lude f inancia l  s tatements over the years ,  var ious rece ipts ,  tax documents ,  
insurance documents and informat ion perta in ing to the reconstruct ion of the 
Windrush Br idge. I  was not able to f ind any  architectura l drawings  or detai ls  
regarding any of the homes in the area or any informat ion on McCrow (other than 
the legal documents attached) .  I f  you th ink any of the i tems in these boxes that I  
ment ioned may be of use, p lease let me know and I  wou ld be happy to scan 
anything you th ink is  of value .  
 
Mov ing forward, you may also wish to reach out  to the Par is  Ontar io Museum and 
Histor ica l Soc iety ,  as I  was able to f ind one other ar t i c le on l ine wh ich connects a 
“Bi l l  McCrow” with the community  of Par is :  
http :/ /www.par isstaron l ine.com/2010/12/23/ l i fe -of- jack-of-a l l - t rades-on-disp lay-
at-par is -museum 
  
The art i c le ment ions that some of McCrow’s mater ia ls  were donated here, so i t  may 
be worth reaching out  to th is  museum and his tor ica l society as we l l  to see i f  they  
have any addit ional informat ion for your project :  
http :/ / thepar ismuseum.com/contact .php#loaded”     
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•  Contact has been made with the Par is  Ontar io Museum and Histor ical Society .  

Ongoing d ia logue has been had with the museum and histor ical  society.  Most 

recent correspondence from Margaret Deans  

  

– I ’ve just had a look at the McCrow fonds – we have 5 “banker” s ized boxes… 
I ’ve opened the one label led arch itecture .  There are two binders with photos of  
the Windrush deve lopment – there are approximately  50-60 photos .   The second 
binder is  label led Wi l l iam McCrow’s arch itecture and has photos etc .  of several  
houses he bu i l t  in Brantford  (2) and S imcoe 1, as wel l  as a bus iness .   A th i rd 
binder has photos of models of houses .  None of  these are labe l led , so I  don ’t  know 
whether these were bu i l t  or not .  
 
There are some newspaper c l ippings .  
 
I ’ve discussed your request with execut ive members of the soc iety and rather than 
charge the usual $20 for each photo , we thought we cou ld do the scanning and 
inc lude some persona l info about B i l l  for a tota l of $500 in Canadian funds .  
 
I f  th is  is  agreeable ,  let  me know and we ’ l l  go forward with the project .  
 

NB. As th is  last  correspondence was rece ived in mid- January we have not  

requested the addit ional research yet .  We recommend that this  be part of  

future research and informat ion shar ing related to Crowick House and Bi l l  

McCrow (see conclus ion and next  steps sect ion) . We have wr itten to the 

society out l in ing th is  intent ion and a copy of this correspondence can be 

provided as required .  

 

•  The Par is  Ontar io Museum and Histor ica l Society (the contact at the society 

Margaret Deans has provided our deta i ls  to a member of Wil l iam McCrow’s  

fami ly (a niece) .  Correspondence has been shared with Wi l l iam McCrow’s niece 

who notes as fol low (this  predates the emai l  below) :  

 

“My name is  Mary Perr iman my Mother was Bi l l 's  o ldest s is ter .  I  have a few things  
for you My Unc le was educated at The Ontar io Art Col lege in Toronto in the 1930's  
I  th ink that is  now part of The Univers i ty  o f Toronto . As ide f rom the info f rom the 
museum he bu i l t  severa l houses in Brant ford and Simcoe Ontar io .  He was wr i t ing 
a book on the houses he bui l t  with the plans etc I  have not seen i t  but I  th ink his  
fami ly  gave i t  to The museum. I  wi l l  get back to them and check .  
 
I  hope th is  is  some he lp to you i f  they can't  f ind the book I  have a connect ion with 
a home owner who st i l l  l i ves in her McCrow des igned and bui l t  home so I  can get  
info f rom her .”   
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•  From a review of other  sources detai ls  have been found of a video of  a Wil l iam 

McCrow house in Kleinburg:  

  

75 Val ley Rd , Kle inburg , Ontar io 

(You Tube Video)  

https :/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sWZGr_FfT4 

 

An aer ia l  image of another house in K le inburg is  attached as an appendix .  

 

•  A query for addit iona l informat ion has been p laced on a Canadian architecture 

forum with responses received and a suggest ion to contact The Canadian 

Centre for Architecture in Montrea l (due to resources it  has not been poss ib le 

to contact this  organ isat ion yet ,  but this  is  proposed in due course) :  

https :/ /arch inect .com/forum/thread/150042023/query- from-england-on-

canadian-arch itect-wi l l iam-bi l l -mccrow 

 

 

 

Conclus ions and Summary  Conclus ions and Summary  Conclus ions and Summary  Conclus ions and Summary      

 

In conclus ion , i t  is  c lear that Wil l iam McCrow was far more than just a set des igner 

but also a pioneer ing architect who bui lt  many houses , including others that had 

references to Frank L loyd Wright ’s  prair ie house style .  Wil l iam McCrow in part icu lar 

was one of the dr iv ing forces behind a new community known as Windrush .  

  

The architect ’s  legacy has spec i f ic l inks to Par is ,  Ontar io where Wi l l iam McCrow used 

to l ive and members of his  family st i l l  l ive and Kleinburg /  Windrush.  

  

I t  is  c lear that in format ion is  fragmented and there is  no clear (onl ine) resource where 

informat ion on Wil l iam McCrow is  ava i lab le . Whilst  the Par is  Ontar io Museum and 

Histor ica l Soc iety ho lds informat ion on Wil l iam McCrow this  is  in  arch ive and not  

publ ical ly ava i lable . There is  certainly no central onl ine resource on Wil l iam McCrow 

and certainly no resource which looks speci f ical ly at h is  architectural  body of work .  

 

A planning condit ion and / or legal agreement has been suggested in relat ion to the 

rebui ld ing of Crowick House to ensure that as part of the house a website is  created 

on the l i fe and arch itectura l work of Wil l iam McCrow. A website would act as a 

valuab le centra l resource which high l ights not only the un ique nature of Crowick 

House but a lso the var ied and unusual l i fe story of the man who bui l t  i t .  

 

In creat ion of the website the further arch ive co l lect ion from the Par is  Ontar io 

Museum and Histor ical Society would be undertaken and th is  could form a 

requirement . Detai ls  of the new centra l onl ine resource created and l inked to Crowick 

House would be shared with:  
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-  Wil l iam McCrow’s fami ly  

-  The Par is  Ontar io Museum and Histor ica l Soc iety   

-  City of Vaughan Counci l   

-  The Canadian Centre for Architecture in Montreal  

-  The Roya l Architectura l Inst itute of Canada (RAIC) 

-  Barns ley Counci l   

-  The Roya l Inst itute of Br it ish Arch itects (RIBA)  

-  Loca l schools  

-  Univers ity of Sheff ie ld Arch itecture Department 

-  Integreat Des ign Review Panel  

-  Other organ isat ions as  suggested / cons idered appropr iate  

 

There is  interest within Canada in relat ion to Wil l iam McCrow and uncover ing his  

arch itectura l legacy and Crowick House has the potent ia l  to fac i l i tate trans-At lant ic  

histor ica l research.      

 

Ends .  

 

 

Attachments:  

 

• Information from City of Vaughan Council Archives as referenced at p.3  

• Correspondence with City of Vaughan Council  

• Correspondence with The Paris Ontario Museum and Historical Society   

• Correspondence from William McCrow’s niece 

 

Appendix 1 - Aerial image of William McCrow House in Kleinburg 

 

CC: Jamie Wilde, Integreat Design Review Panel  
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