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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning permission for the site at 23 Bar Lane is expected to be granted shortly. 

As part of the consultee comments, the ecology team at Barnsley Council have 

requested that a Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (BMS) be conditioned. Their wording 

is below. 

 

‘Notwithstanding the submitted details, no development shall take place (including 

demolition, ground works and vegetation clearance) until a Biodiversity Mitigation 

Scheme (BMS) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 

Authority. The BMS will set out any precautionary measures to be adopted on site 

during construction, such as protection of retained features and reasonable avoidance 

measures for protected and priority species. Incorporation of features such as creation, 

retention and/or enhancement of habitats, integral bat and bird boxes on proposed 

buildings and hedgehog access points within proposed fencing, etc. in line with the 

Biodiversity and Geodiversity Supplementary Planning Document, should also be 

detailed.’  

 

1.2. Therefore, Whitcher Wildlife Ltd have been commissioned to prepare a document 

to satisfy the planning condition.  

 

1.3. This document was prepared by Mitchel Greenhalgh, Managing Director of 

Whitcher Wildlife, and an Ecological Consultant with an array of experience in 

conducting surveys on a variety of flora and fauna in a professional capacity. Mitchel 

holds a level two Natural England survey licence in respect of both bats and great 

crested newts, a NatureScot licence in respect of bats and Natural England class 

licences for various invertebrates. He is also working towards gaining further survey 

licences. He has attended courses run by CIEEM, the Species Recovery Trust and the 

FSC and also holds a BSc in environmental science attained from the University of 

Leeds. He is an Associate member of CIEEM and he is therefore committed to 

continuous professional development. 

 

******************** 
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2. SITE INFORMATION.  

 

2.1. The survey area comprised a large, neglected residential garden belonging to the 

23 Bar Lane, which presently hosts one detached dwelling and a small number of 

outbuildings. The property is surrounded by the village of Mapplewell, with other green 

space now limited since the clearance of all land to the north as part of another ongoing 

development.  

 

 

 

2.2. A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal has previously been carried out, as well as a 

repeat Preliminary Roost Assessment and dusk emergence survey survey.  

 

******************** 
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3. REQUIREMENTS. 

 

3.1. Nesting birds 

 

3.1.1. Any vegetation or site clearance works will be carried out outside the nesting bird 

season. Where this is not possible, the clearance works will be immediately preceded 

by a nesting bird survey, carried out by a competent ecologist. Any active nests found 

plus a suitable buffer around them, will be left undisturbed until the young have fledged. 

 

3.1.2. In addition, the following type and number of bird boxes will be provided to 

ensure adequate enhancements for birds across the site.  

 

3.1.3. One nest box will be integrated into each new building. These will be the Ibstock 

Eco-Habitat for Swifts, as shown below, or similar. Swift boxes have also been proven 

to be used by other small birds, including sparrows and therefore will cater for a variety 

of bird species. These will be positioned at least 5m above ground on the eastern 

elevations of the buildings, with clear adjacent airspace, and will not be placed directly 

above any windows or doors.  

 

 
3.1.4. The swift boxes will be installed as part of the construction program and will be 

in place before the property is occupied. They will remain in perpetuity. 
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3.2. Bats 

 

3.2.1. All buildings on site will be demolished with due care. In the unlikely event that 

any bats are identified during the works, then the works will cease immediately and 

professional ecological advice will be sought.  

 

3.2.2. A sensitive lighting scheme will be implemented as part of the new development. 

All lighting will be downward directional and directed away from any boundary 

vegetation or trees. 

 

3.2.3. In addition, bat boxes will be provided to ensure adequate enhancements for bats 

across the site. 

 

3.2.4. One new bat box will be provided in each property. This will be integrated into 

the buildings, of a design similar to that as shown below. 

 

 

 

3.2.5. The bat box will be installed under the eaves of the building away from windows 

and doors, just below eaves height or at least 5m above ground level.  

 

3.2.6. The bat box will be installed as part of the construction program and will be in 

place before the property is occupied. It will remain in perpetuity. 
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3.3. Amphibians, reptiles, and hedgehogs 

 

3.3.1. The following measures will protect amphibians, reptiles, small mammals and 

hedgehogs during the construction phase: 

 

3.3.2. All onsite personnel will be briefed on the identification of common reptiles. A 

toolbox talk has been provided at the end of this document to aid with identification.  

 

3.3.3. In the unlikely event that numerous amphibians, multiple reptiles or any 

hibernating reptiles are discovered, works will stop immediately, and professional 

ecological advice will be sought. 

 

3.3.4. Any stored materials moved from the ground will be carefully lifted and not 

dragged along the ground to prevent harm to any fauna species that may be sheltering 

beneath.  

 

3.3.5. Prior to site clearance, all vegetation will be cut to a minimum of 200mm above 

ground level and the arisings should be carefully removed from site. This will 

encourage any amphibians, reptiles or hedgehogs at ground level to vacate the area and 

will deter them from returning. 

 

******************** 
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4. LOCATION PLAN 

Swift box location 

 

Bat box location 

 

Hedgehog hole location 
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