Design & Access Statement
Supporting Planning Application for Change of use 
Barnsley YMCA, Blucher Street, Barnsley

Design
 The building on Blucher Street was designed and constructed in the 1960s for Barnsley YMCA and has accommodation over two floors and incorporates a sports hall with changing rooms. The ground floor contains six shop units facing Pitt Street, with the main entrance to the sports hall and upper floor, on Blucher Street. The upper floor contains a number of large meeting rooms, toilets and a small kitchen. The ground floor units are mostly let out and this situation seems to be sustainable, however the activities which took place on the first floor have diminished and the space (approx 430m2) is now un-used. This floor has had several uses, from hosting corporate training, to dance classes, language teaching, meeting groups and even a radio station. Competition from newer venues and the suitability of this older building resulted in the YMCA having to make staff redundant because of the lack of demand. The redevelopment of the neighbouring Community Hall has also allowed the YMCA to move some of its Youth work out of the main building. 
As a result of this the board of the YMCA have reconsidered the use of this upper floor and I was asked to undertake a feasibility study focusing on converting the existing building to self contained apartment units whilst keeping the building exterior largely unchanged. As can be seen from the proposed plans the building lends itself to conversion to habitable units quite easily and without major alterations.

Access
  The building is ideally situated for residential use because of the town centre location, within walking distance of the bus and rail terminals, and the many shops, cafes and bars. The current redevelopment of the town centre also adds to the attraction of town centre living. 
There will be limited parking available beside the Community Hall, but because of the central location this is not being encouraged. Similarly the apartments will have no outdoor space, but because of the location and the type of resident, this will not be detrimental to the apartment's amenity. There are plenty of recreational facilities within walking distance, including the cinema, library and the Metrodome Leisure Complex. The YMCA sports hall adds to the available recreation with activity groups including football, basketball, badminton, table tennis and archery, currently available to join.
Access within the building is facilitated by ramped entrances to the apartments and the sports hall, and a lift from the ground to first floor so as not to restrict disabled residents and visitors from circulating around the building.  
The YMCA board considers this change of use to be within the charities ethical aims and hope to offer the units to assist young adults in training or at the start of their careers as a form of supported independent living in a managed social housing setting. We feel that this change of use will offer the YMCA an opportunity to continue its work to help young people and make the maintenance and amenity of first floor of the building, sustainable
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