PLANNING CONSULTATION REPLY

	To:  

Elaine Ward
	Date: 
08.07.2016

	From:   

Edward Jowett
	Extn: 
2557


APPLICATION:  The Pheasant, High Street, Dodworth, Barnsley, S75 3RQ.
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Site Appraisal

The site was visited by Edward Jowett and the trees were briefly inspected.
The trees which are subject to this application are all specimens located within a group in a very prominent location on High Street, Dodworth and were part of a much more extensive group prior to the development of the site. The tree works for the site were agreed in two phases the first was the necessary removals to facilitate the development which was agreed prior to me working for the Council and then subsequently due to the impaired condition of two more trees on site.
At present no further information on the condition of the trees has been put forward to suggest the trees which are the subject of this application require removal. There is the suggestion in the tree documents that the removal of these trees would benefit the neighbouring trees, however should this work have been required it should have been put forward and been clearly specified as being required as part of the planning application where the majority of the tree works were agreed and not as an afterthought as it appears to be now.

Given that no issues regarding the condition of the trees have been raised and that all such works should have been specified and detailed for consideration at the planning application stage but were not, I don’t feel that suggested future management can be considered as justification for the tree removals at this stage. Having worked with Bill Anderson in the past I am fully confident that if he felt the removal of these trees was necessary he would have specified it for approval as part of that document in a required tree works section. Given the prominent location of the trees as the first or last impression of the site whilst travelling along High Street, these trees can be considered to be of significant aesthetic value as part of that group.

With regards to the alleged damage caused by the trees there is no information as to the level and significance of this alleged damage to the wall and there is no consideration to repairing the wall without the removal of these prominent trees. There is also no information provided detailing how it has been ascertained which trees have caused the alleged damage as some such as T11, T13 and T14 are much further away than T12 and T15 and as such for damage to a wall to be considered as reason to remove trees (subject to further information on why a satisfactory repair cannot be carried out without the removal of trees or indeed that the trees are the cause of the alleged damage) then suitable evidence would need to be provided.
To my knowledge issues with this wall have not been raised or noted previously during all the years of negotiations and assessments of this property. As such I feel it would also be necessary to demonstrate that the alleged damage was not caused by any of the development operations/disturbances on the site since the clearance and commencement of the development as this issue has only come to light since then.

The removal of these trees would decimate the aesthetics of this group which is much greater than the sum of its constituent parts hence my reluctance to allow the removal of these trees without further investigation and clarification in light of the queries raised above.
Given that insufficient justification has been put forward at this stage I feel there is no option but to refuse this application as it stands. If the applicants wish to re-apply then the information relating to the alleged damage to the wall will need satisfactorily address the issues raised 

Note: Assessments of tree condition and safety are based on a simple visual inspection from ground level. Comments should not be taken as a definitive assessment of tree health, as this should be carried out by a suitably qualified arboriculturist, possibly including a high level inspection. The applicant should be reminded of the owner's legal responsibilities to ensure that trees are regularly inspected and maintained in a safe condition.
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